
public agency risk management association

Courtney joined the Alliant Insurance Services team in 2006. Her expertise is in the public 
entity sector with an emphasis in municipalities including local governments and states, 
pooled risks, education, healthcare, and transit. She has been heavily involved in the Alliant 
National Municipal Liability program, Healthcare Program, and the National Program 
created for Public Charter Schools. Courtney’s public entity experience is vast, working 
with many clients on a national basis.  Courtney enjoys educating others and is pro�cient 
in reading contracts and providing recommendations for insurance requirements to mitigate 
risk for her clients. Courtney earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Business Management 
and Leadership from Wisconsin Lutheran College in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

              

              Meeting Agenda

8:00-9:00 a.m.  Registration and Continental Breakfast

9:00-9:15 a.m.  Welcome and Introductions

9:15-10:30 a.m. Cannabis for Local Governments: Navigating changes in Statutory/Federal Policy
   Presenters:  Courtney Ramirez, Alliant;  Victor Ponto, Atty
   (1 CE credit available – certi�cate provided)
 
Explained through the lens of municipal governance, this presentation will provide a summary of 
important policy and legal issues that need to be considered with the legalization of cannabis.  Further, 
the session will provide a best practices overview for entities incorporating policy into local governments 
and present meaningful analysis around the legal, regulatory and risk mitigation concerns associated 
with cannabis.  

10:30-10:45 a.m. BREAK AND NETWORKING   

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
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Victor Ponto is an associate in the law �rm of Best, Best & Krieger.  His practice involves city 
attorney and general counsel services.  Victor currently serves as Assistant City Attorney for 
City of Fontana and Assistant General Counsel for the Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District 
and Hi-Desert Water District.  He frequently advises public agency clients on general 
municipal law issues with an emphasis on public contracting, internal investigations and 
compliance with open government laws.  Victor has drafted dozens of land use ordinances 
regulating marijuana and assists in creating indoor marijuana cultivation permitting 
regulations.   Victor received his BA from UCLA, and Juris Doctorate from UC Berkeley 
Law School. 
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Teresa McGinity joined Hanna Brophy’s San Diego o�ce in 2016. She has 17 years of 
combined experience in Workers’ Compensation, Employment, and Labor Law.  Previous 
to joining Hanna Brophy, she was in-house counsel in the Advice Unit at CalPERS for 
approximately 3 years, giving her a unique perspective on IDR cases.  Teresa represents 
self-insured private employers, public entities, and insurance carriers in Workers’ 
Compensation matters.  She has experience in employment discrimination matters, S&W 
allegations, and 132a claims.  She enjoys educating and lecturing in all aspects of Workers’ 
Compensation as well as its interaction with ADA and FMLA.   She received her B.A. from 
UCLA, and her Juris Doctorate from the University of Paci�c McGeorge School of Law.

10:45-12:00 p.m. Let’s Talk About Sex(ual Harassment)
   Presenters: Teresa McGinity, Atty and Rameneh Torres, Atty
   (1 MCLE Credit available – certi�cate provided)
 
This presentation will focus on traps that employers fall into when conducting investigations and 
discovery while litigating sexual harassment-based Workers’ Compensation claims.  Learn best practices 
for identifying and preparing witnesses from within the organization to maximize positive outcomes.

 

12:00-1:00 p.m. LUNCH AND NETWORKING 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

CHAPTER MEETING

THURSDAY,  MARCH 22ND

Rameneh Torres joined Hanna Brophy’s Orange County o�ce in 2015.  She defends 
self-insured employers and insurance carriers in all aspects of California Workers’ 
Compensation litigation.  Prior to joining Hanna Brophy, Rameneh practiced civil litigation 
with an emphasis on business and real estate.  She served as an extern at the California Court 
of Appeal, Fourth Appellate District, as well as for the Human Tra�cking and Exploitation 
Unit of the Orange County DA’s O�ce.  Rameneh graduated from Cal State Long 
Beach where she majored in political science and received her Juris Doctorate from the 
University of San Diego School of Law. 



public agency risk management association Date:  June 7, 2018
Time:  8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Location: Joint Power Insurance Authority 
8081 Moody St., La Palma, CA 90623

Please RSVP by 5/30/18 to Candice Fisher at candicef@ci.brea.ca.us
Public Agency Members are FREE

Associates $25 / Non-Members $50
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For questions, please contact Chapter Chair DeAnna Soria at 
(714)536-5519 or deanna.soria@surfcity-hb.org. 

Please bring your business card for an opportunity to win a free PARMA Membership, a free 
Registration to the 2019 PARMA Conference at Disneyland, and other door prizes.  

Look forward to seeing you there!

Special thanks to our sponsors


